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Patient consent

Instruction for Authors

Publication of any personal information about an identifiable living patient requires the explicit consent of the patient or guardian.

About the journal
Modern Rheumatology Case Reports is an international, peer reviewed journal, publishing high-quality content.

Aims and scope
Modern Rheumatology Case Reports is an online-only journal
dedicated to publishing original single and series case reports
and letter in English on rheumatism, connective tissue diseases,
musculoskeletal disorders including osteoporosis, orthopedic/spine surgery, rehabilitation and their associated areas such
as pathology, physiology, immunology, microbiology and pharmacology. We encourage case reports worthy of discussion and
clinical lessons particularly around aspects of differential diagnosis, decision making, management, treatment approach, uncommon adverse events, clinical guidelines and pathology.
Letters should be limited to commentaries on previous reports
published in Modern Rheumatology Case Reports, subjects related to rheumatology and topics of potential interest to the readers. Papers are welcomed from members of the Japan College
of Rheumatology and non-members alike.
Submissions should be made through the journal's online submission system. All submissions are subject to single blind peer
review and will only be published after peer review. Articles
should not be under review by any other journal when submitted
to Modern Rheumatology Case Reports.

You must have signed informed consent from patients (or relatives/guardians) before submitting to Modern Rheumatology
Case Reports. Please anonymize the patient’s details as much
as possible, eg, specific ages, ethnicity, occupations. For living
patients this is a legal requirement and we will not send your article for review without explicit consent from the patient or guardian.
If the patient is deceased the Data Protection Act does not apply, but the authors must seek permission from a relative (ideally
the next of kin).
If you do not have signed consent from a deceased patient,
guardian or family, the head of your medical team/hospital or legal team must take responsibility that exhaustive attempts have
been made to contact the family and that the paper has been
sufficiently anonymized not to cause harm to the patients or their
family.
The signed consent form(s) should be retained by the corresponding author.
Since the consent form needs to comply with the relevant legal
requirements of your particular jurisdiction, we do not provide
sample forms; this is your responsibility. Your affiliated institution
should be able to provide an appropriate form. This documentation must be made available to the Editor if requested, and will
be treated confidentially.

Peer review
Manuscript form
Papers are subject to peer review by at least two referees and
the Editors, and to editorial revision of the language and contents. The Editorial Board is responsible for the acceptance, rejection, and order of publication of papers. If authors are requested to revise and resubmit the paper, it should be completed
within 2 months. Failure to do so will constitute a withdrawal from
publication.

All manuscript, including the abstract, text, acknowledgements,
references, figure legends, must be written in English, typed double-spaced with wide normal margins in A4-size format.
Authors whose native language is not English must seek the assistance of a colleague who is a native English speaker and is familiar with the field of the work.

Plagiarism
Modern Rheumatology Case Reports has a strict policy against
plagiarism. We define plagiarism as the use of extracts from another person's work that are not placed in quotation marks, without the permission of that person, and without acknowledgement
to that person (using the appropriate reference style), with the result that your article presents these extracts as original to you. By
submitting your work to Modern Rheumatology Case Reports,
you warrant that it is your original work, and that you have secured the necessary written permission from the appropriate copyright owner or authority for the reproduction of any text, illustration, or other material. If any article submitted to Modern Rheumatology Case Reports is found to have breached any of these
conditions, the Editorial board reserves the right to reject that article and any others submitted by the same authors. The Editorial
board may also contact the authors' affiliated institutions to inform them of its findings.

Preparing your paper

Standard abbreviations and units should be used. Abbreviations
should be defined at first appearance, and their use in the title
should be avoided. Generic names of drugs and chemicals
should be used.

Length of articles
Please include a word count for your paper. A Case Report for
this journal should not exceed 8,000 words, including tables, figure legends and all references.
Letters should not exceed 2000 words, with no more than 1 figure and 10 references.

Style guidelines
Please refer to these quick style guidelines when preparing your
paper, rather than any published articles or a sample copy.
Please use double quotation marks, except where "a quotation
is 'within' a quotation". Please note that long quotations should
be indented without quotation marks.

Formatting and templates

8.

Certification form. The Certification form must be signed
handwritten by all authors and submitted with submission.
Upon receipt of this signed form, manuscripts are officially
recognized as submissions. The signed form may be uploaded through the submission system (Editorial Manager).

9.

Supplemental online material. Supplemental material can
be a video, dataset, fileset, sound file or anything which
supports (and is pertinent to) your paper. We publish supplemental material online via Figshare. Find out more about
supplemental material and how to submit it with your article.

Papers may be submitted in any standard format, including Word
and LaTeX. Figures should be saved separately from the text. To
assist you in preparing your paper, we provide formatting template(s).
Word templates are available for this journal. Please save the
template to your hard drive, ready for use.
If you are not able to use the templates via these links (or if you
have any other template queries) please contact authortemplate@tandf.co.uk.

Checklist: what to include
1.

Title page. Please include all authors’ full names, affiliations, postal addresses, telephone numbers and email addresses on the cover page. One author will need to be
identified as the corresponding author, with their email address normally displayed in the online article. Authors’ affiliations are the affiliations where the research was conducted. If any of the named co-authors moves affiliation during the peer-review process, the new affiliation can be given
as a footnote. Please note that no changes to affiliation can
be made after your paper is accepted. Read more on authorship.

10. Figures. Figures should be high quality (1200 dpi for line
art, 600 dpi for grayscale and 300 dpi for colour). Figures
should be saved as TIFF, PostScript or EPS files.
11. Tables. Tables should present new information rather than
duplicating what is in the text. Readers should be able to interpret the table without reference to the text. Please supply
editable files.
12. Equations. If you are submitting your manuscript as a Word
document, please ensure that equations are editable. More
information about mathematical symbols and equations.
13. References. References should be cited using Vancouver
referencing style when preparing your paper.
Examples:
1.

2.

A non-structured abstract of 250 words. The abstracts are
not required for Letters to the Editor.
Read tips on writing your abstract.

et al. The coagulation/fibrinolysis balance in systemic sclerosis: evidence for haematological stress syndrome. Br J Rheumatol.
1997;36:1045–50.
2.

3.

5 keywords. Read making your article more discoverable,
including information on choosing a title and search engine
optimization.

Ames PRJ, Lupoli S, Alves J, Atsumi T, Edwards C, Iannaccone L,

Kamihara S. Case of Sjögren syndrome associated with idiopathic
monoclonal IgA rheumatoid factor and pyroglobulinemia (in Japanese). Rinsho Ketsueki. In press.

3.

Mitchell AJ, Vaze A, Rao S. Clinical diagnosis of depression in primary care: a meta-analysis. Lancet. 2009. doi:10.1016/ S0140-

4.

5.

6.

Text. The text should be divided into the following sections:
introduction, case presentation, results (when necessary),
and discussion.
Patient consent. All persons gave their informed consent
prior to their inclusion in the report and it should also be
stated clearly in the text.
Funding details. Please supply all details required by your
funding and grant-awarding bodies as follows:
For single agency grants
This work was supported by the <Funding Agency> under
Grant <number xxxx>.
For multiple agency grants
This work was supported by the <Funding Agency #1> under Grant <number xxxx>; <Funding Agency #2> under
Grant <number xxxx>; and <Funding Agency #3> under
Grant <number xxxx>.

7.

Conflict of interest. Authors must disclose any financial or
personal relationships that may pose conflicts of interest. In
the manuscript, all such relationships must be declared in a
separate section “Conflict of interest” before the reference
list. If no conflict of interest is declared, then “None” should
be inserted in this section. ”Further guidance on what is a
conflict of interest and how to disclose it.

6736(09)60879-5.
4.

Bengtsson S, Solheim BG. Enforcement of data protection, privacy
and security in medical informatics. In: Lun KC, Degoulet P,
Piemme TE, Rienhoff O, editors. MEDINFO 92. Proceedings of the
7th World Congress on Medical Informatics; 1992 Sep 6–10; Geneva, Switzerland. Amsterdam: North-Holland; 1992. p. 1561–5.

5.

Cassidy JT. Systemic lupus erythematosus, juvenile dermatomyositis, scleroderma, and vasculitis. In: Kelly WN, Harris ED Jr.,
Ruddy S, Sledge CB, editors. Textbook of Rheumatology. 5th ed.
Philadelphia: WB Saunders; 1997. p. 1241–64.

Compliance with ethics of experimentation
Authors must ensure that research reported in submitted manuscripts has been conducted in an ethical and responsible manner, in full compliance with all relevant codes of experimentation
and legislation. All manuscripts which report in vivo experiments
or clinical trials on humans or animals must include a written
Statement in the Methods section that such work was conducted
with the formal approval of the local human subject or animal
care committees, and that clinical trials have been registered as
legislation requires.
Authors must confirm that all mandatory laboratory health and
safety procedures have been complied with in the course of conducting any experimental work reported in the manuscript; and
that the manuscript contains all appropriate warnings concerning

any specific and particular hazards that may be involved in carrying out experiments or procedures described in the manuscript or
involved in instructions, materials, or formulae in the manuscript;
and include explicitly relevant safety precautions; and cite, and if
an accepted standard or code of practice is relevant, a reference
to the relevant standard or code. Authors working in animal science may find it useful to consult the Guidelines for the Treatment of Animals in Behavioural Research and Teaching.

My Authored Works

Using third-party material in your paper

We are committed to promoting and increasing the visibility of
your article. Here are some tips and ideas on how you can work
with us to promote your research.

If you wish to include any material in your paper for which you do
not hold copyright, you will need to obtain written permission
from the copyright owner prior to submission. More information
on requesting permission to reproduce work(s) under copyright .

On publication, you will be able to view, download and check
your article’s metrics (downloads, citations and Altmetric data)
via My Authored Works on Taylor & Francis Online. This is
where you can access every article you have published with us,
as well as your free eprints link, so you can quickly and easily
share your work with friends and colleagues.

Article reprints
Submitting your paper
Modern Rheumatology Case Reports uses the submission system Editorial Manager to manage the submission process. New
users should first create an account. Once logged on to the site,
submissions should be made via the Author Centre. Online user
guides and access to a helpdesk are available on this website.
Please note that Modern Rheumatology Case Reports uses
CrossCheck™ to screen papers for unoriginal material. By submitting your paper to the journal you are agreeing to originality
checks during the peer-review and production processes.
On acceptance, we recommend that you keep a copy of your
Accepted Manuscript. Find out more about sharing your work.

Publication charges
There are no submission fees or page charges for this journal.
Colour figures will be reproduced in colour in your online article
free of charge.

Copyright transfer
It is a condition of publication that authors assign copyright or license the publication rights of the contents of their articles, including abstracts, to the Japan College of Rheumatology. This
enables full copyright protection and dissemination of the article
and the Journal, to the widest possible readership. A document
to verify this will be sent upon acceptance for publication. This
document should be signed by the corresponding author and returned to the publisher for archiving.

Open access
This journal is compliant with the Research Councils UK OA policy, and gives authors the option to publish open access via our
Open Select publishing program, making it free to access online
immediately on publication.
Taylor & Francis Open Select gives you, your institution or funder the option of paying an article publishing charge (APC) to
make an article open access. Please contact openaccess@tandf.co.uk if you would like to find out more, or go to our
Author Services website.
For more information on license options, embargo periods and
APCs for this journal please go here. You can also check our
page on open access funder policy and mandates.

For enquiries about reprints, please contact the Taylor & Francis
Author Services team at reprints@tandf.co.uk.
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